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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 10-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Thrasher, U.S. Patent No. 3521746. 

Regarding claim 1 , Thrasher discloses a rolled towel comprising: at least one 
web of material wound into a roll (see figure 8), wherein said at least one web of 
material includes a perforation 3 located alternating distances apart 1, 2, see figurel. 

Thrasher discloses many different ways of arranging the rolled towel, especially 
in figures 5-7, another set of napkin and placemat is arranged on the width direction 
rather than the length direction with a plurality of perforations. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to place another set of napkin and placemat in the length direction 
for easier packaging. Also, it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

Regarding claims 10 and 18-19, Thrasher discloses a rolled web of material at 
least one layer thick, wherein said web of material includes a line of weakness 3 located 
alternating distances apart such that said web of material may be separated at said line 
of weakness to form alternating sheets, a first sheet roughly the size of a placemat 1 
and a second sheet roughly the size of a napkin 2, see figure 1 . 
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Thrasher discloses many different ways of arranging the rolled towel, especially 
in figures 5-7, another set of napkin and placemat is arranged on the width direction 
rather than the length direction with a plurality of perforations. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to place another set of napkin and placemat in the length direction 
for easier packaging. Also, it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , as stated above, Thrasher inherently discloses a first 
distance being within the range of about 14 to 18 inches and a second distance being 
within the range of about 8 to 12 inches, since a first sheet roughly the size of a 
placemat 1 (e.g. a standard placement is sized roughly 14 to 18 inches as explained by 
the applicant's specification on page 4) and a second sheet roughly the size of a napkin 
2 (e.g. a standard napkin is sized roughly 8 to 12 inches as explained by the applicant's 
specification on page 4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to select the size ranges specified in the claims when making the 
napkin and the placemat, since it would have been well within the level of skill of one 
skilled in the art to select the claimed dimensions based on considerations such as the 
material, size of rolled desired, types of persons using the napkin and placemat, etc. 

Regarding claims 12-13, 16 and 21-25, as stated above, Thrasher discloses a 
first web of material 2 is an absorbent material and a second web of material 1 is a 
substantially more water proof material, see column 2 through column 3. 
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Regarding claims 14-15, 17, and 20, as stated above, Thrasher discloses printed 
material or ornamental coloring design can be placed on the web material, see column 
3, lines 15-32. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to print designs along the borders and/or the back side since many 
variations can be applied to the web and not limited to one particular design. 

Claims 2-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thrasher, U.S. Patent No. 3521746, in view of Thompson, U.S. Patent No. 3921802. 

Regarding claim 2, Thrasher does not explicitly show the web material wound 
around a tube; however, winding any material around any tube is notoriously old and 
well known for winding any material, including any rolled towel. 

Thompson shows a rolled towel wound around a tube 5, see figure 4. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to roll the web material around the tube as taught by Thompson to 
help package the web material. 

Regarding claims 3, 5 and 9, as stated above, Thrasher discloses the web of 
material is an absorbent material, see column 2, lines 41-43. 

Regarding claim 4, as stated above, Thrasher discloses a first web of material 2 
is an absorbent material and a second web of material 1 is a substantially more water 
proof material, see column 2 through column 3. 



Application/Control Number: 10/829,237 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3654 

Regarding claims 6-8, as stated above, Thrasher discloses printed material or 
ornamental coloring design can be placed on the web material, see column 3, lines 15- 
32. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to print designs along the borders and/or the back side since many 
variations can be applied to the web and not limited to one particular design. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SANG KIM whose telephone number is 571-272-6947. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 5:30 
P.M. alternating Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki, can be reached on (571) 272-6951. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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